Altus, OK
Photo by Becky McCray
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Filling Empty Buildings
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Empty buildings are
reminders of loss

Trinity Simons Wagner
Mayors’ Institute on City Design

Leon, Iowa
Photo by Deb Brown
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Finding the money
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- Cosmos, -MN
Photo by Becky McCray
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Special Local Funding
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Photo by Becky McCray
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Cost of code compliance

Or expensive remodeling
needs
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Adopt re-use cod

iIcC 700-2020

National Green
Building Standard®
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Article 2 Zoning Bill of Rights  Muir, Michigan

The following principles shall apply to this Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning Board of Appeals, upon
determining that a requirement of this Ordinance causes the violation of one of these principles when
applied to a particular property, shall grant a variance from that Ordinance requirement. This section shall
only be amended by unanimous vote of the Village Council, during the amendment process described in
Section 14.07.

(A) All lots existing at the time of adoption of this Zoning Ordinance shall be considered conforming and
buildable.

(B) Outdoor seating for restaurants, bars, coffee shops, ice cream shops, and other businesses on
private property shall be permitted in all circumstances and shall not be regulated by this Zoning
Ordinance.

(C) There shall be no minimum number of parking spaces required on any lot within the Village.

(D) The content and design of signage shall not be regulated by this Ordinance.

(E) Non-conforming structures may be repaired or improved without restriction, provided the non-
conformity is not expanded.

(F) No lot within the Village shall be prohibited by the Ordinance from containing a dwelling unit.

(G) No lot within the Village shall be reserved exclusively for single family housing.

(H) No legal use of land shall be completely excluded from the Village by this Ordinance.

(I) Mixed use buildings or developments shall be permitted on all lots throughout the Village. ST



Photo by Becky McCray
Moscow, Idaho
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Adaptive Reuse
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Photo by Becky McCray
Rosalia, Washington
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Absentee owners and
buildings used as storage
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Cash Mob them
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Clouded titles
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Undivided shares
destroy value
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Community Progress Blog

Heirs’ Property, Part I: Preventing "tangled titles” and subsequent blight in Philadelphia

Written by Luke Telander on June 28, 2016
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http://www.communityprogress.net/blog/heirs-property-part
http://www.communityprogress.net/blog/heirs-property-part
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LISC JACKSONVILLE
HEIR'S PROPERTY ONLINE TOOLKIT
SCANTHE QR CODE

Visit the online LISC Jacksonville Heirs’ Property Toolkit website to
access the resources listed below and the full online toolkit.

www.liscjaxhptoolkit.org


http://www.liscjaxhptoolkit.org/
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Divide Buildings
The right way
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Photo by Becky McCray
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Photos by Sarah McKnight
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Finding a usable building is a
more common challenge
than finding a loan

Survey of Rural Challenges

2015, 2017, 2021, 2023


https://saveyour.town/survey-of-rural-challenges-news/
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100 Mile House, BC
Phot aureen Pinkney




Back in the day

{

.

- ol

R ﬂ.x;.l.......d ’
“mor dNOAIAVS




Photo by June Henderson
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Photos by Cathy Lloyd and Walker Mercantile

Photo by Cathy Lloyd

One wall et — 5
bookstores! == i,

Photo by Walker Mercantile
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Test a divided building
with pop-ups
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Pop-up Art Event
Sayre, PA - Photo by Deb Landy




During downtown
events
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Roscommon County, MI, Photo by Deb Brown
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teton.valley.kitchen m
:
Teton Valley Kitchen - C...

teton.valley.kitchen M NEW BUSINESS ALERT
A Blaine & Francesca from In Season Breads
and Spreads on the steam oven for their
second People's Market tomorrow.

Driggs, Idaho

Shared
kitchen
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Tour your empty buildings

Tour of Empty Buildings Toolkit



https://learnto.saveyour.town/tour-of-empty-buildings-toolkit
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Webster City, lowa \
Photo by Becky McCray




14 empty buildings
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Photo by Deb Brown
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Gather your crowd
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Day of the tour

Photos by Deb Brown




The Tour — Declared A Success

Small town economic development g ¢ stick a fork in us

idea: The Tour of Empty Buildings yet, we’re not done

Why Bring Attention to Em

Posted on April 2, 2013 b

pty Buﬂdings?

y deb e ] Comment

Does touring empty buildings
lead to new businesses?

MADE IN 10wa {i e
0 :i'ﬁﬁ't' - i%
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Empty buildings tour Mll leave
your head full of great ideas! B
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Photo by Deb Brown
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Photos by Deb Brown
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Make everyone a HERO

SAVEYOUR .cown

Photo via Help Entertain
and Restore Organization
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Photo by Deb Brown
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10 of the 12 filled

S

S

2
o
—
=
S
LLl
=
<
7P

Photos by Deb Brown
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4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

f available properties and

A unique tour O
trepreneurial initiatives.

prospective en

yukon66mainstreet.com I 405-350-5999 | mainstree

kon's
BEST

ROUTE 66

MAIN STREET

t@yukonok.gov

Slide by Vicki
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Disguise the ones
you can't fill
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House!
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Photos by Becky McCray

Caldwell, Kansas

Mini museum
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Elkhart, KS

.Iii ot by Becky McCray

Business displays

M
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peg CERTIFIED CARPENTRY &
*=' GENERAL HOME REPAIR

r * roofing & guttering
! « cabinets & countertops

Foplumbing & sewer * concrete & fences

* «flooring & hardware * carpet
« remodeling & additions

« drywall & installation * decks & porches
« tree removal

| a « interior & exterior painting/staining
NICK REEDY

- (316) 640 - 7388

-

Caldwell, KS .
Photo by Becky McCray - b
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Elkhart, KS
Photo by Becky McCray
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Cover it with art
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Alva, OK
Photo by Becky McCray
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Hollis, Ol
Photo by Betty Motley ™
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Columbiana, ITowa |
Photo via Lance Willard
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Columbiana, Iowa
Photo via Lance Willard
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Webster Cit , Iowa
Photo by Deb Brown
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Empty lots and
roofless shell buildings
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Empty Lot Market

McKee, Kentucky. Photo by Greg Lakes
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Market Village

Photos via Forest County IDA-IDC
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Kuna, Idaho
Photo via Kuna Square
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Burned out blocks to event space
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Photo by"Peb Brown
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Webster City, lowa
Photo by Deb Brown
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Save facades, fill gaps
And decorate fences
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Saint Francis, Kansas
Photo by Marct Penner
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Saint Francis, Kansas
Photo by Marct Penner
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Castle Rock, WA Photo by Nancy Chennault
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Get our
newsletters

becky@saveyour.town

Take the Survey of
Rural Challenges



https://saveyour.town/signup-newsletter/
https://saveyour.town/signup-newsletter/
https://saveyour.town/signup-newsletter/
https://saveyour.town/survey2024
https://saveyour.town/survey2024
https://saveyour.town/survey2024
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